MUSSOLINI   AND  FASCISM
OF all the nations of the world, the Italians yield to none
in the readiness with which they grasp the salient
necessities of a political situation. A deep historic sense,
a recollection of great deeds of the past, provide them
with an unfailing source of motives for present action.
This evocation of the past has never ceased to fire the
Italian imagination. It is still enough of a living force
for the Italians of to-day to draw inspiration from the
examples set them by their forefathers in times long past
The politicians of the old school, whose perceptions
had been laid asleep throughout the long years during
which, in Italy as elsewhere, the parliamentary system
held the field, failed to notice the re-emergence of this
deep-rooted national sentiment. Their failure so to do
sealed the doom of their regime and prepared the way
for the wave of popular revolution which was to bear
them irresistibly from the scene.
It is impossible to understand the genesis of Fascism
unless one bears in mind that, in 1915, Italy came into
the war after a fierce conflict between Neutralists' and
'interventionists'. The 'interventionists' had carried the
day. D'Annunzio, the poet, had triumphed over the
crafty Giolitti.
After the final victory, the neutralists, who had re-
mained in office, thought that things would continue
in the old rut. But they were destitute now alike of credit
and authority. They could no longer command respect,
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